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Stage 5 Agricultural Technology

Making a wool bale

We are going to make a miniature wool bale and brand it correctly.


You will need:

1 strip of hessian 42 cm x 12 cm

2 strips of hessian 19 cm x 12 cm


1 needle

A thread of hessian for sewing

Watch what you are shown and listen carefully.

Instructions:

1. Fold a 2 cm edge along each side of the hessian and iron it flat. Be careful and wait your turn.

2. Take the long piece of hessian and find the middle of it by folding it end to end. Mark it with chalk as shown below:
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42 cm

3. Fold the short piece long ways to find the middle and mark the ends with chalk.
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19 cm

4. Lay out like this with the folded edge on top:
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5. Stitch the two pieces together all around the centre square. Sewing needs to be simple overlap stitch.  

6. Stitch the sides together, side a to side b then c to d, e to f and g to h to form the bale.

7. Stuff the bale with shredded paper up to half way. Then stuff with wool.
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8. Read the following before branding your bale.  

Branding of bales
Below is the correct method for branding wool bales in the wool shed. The brand identifies the following:

· The property it comes from

· Who classed it

· The type and quality of wool

· What part of the fleece it is – fleece, locks, bellies, crutchings, pieces etc

· It may say if it is from rams, lambs, hoggets etc

· What number bale it is out of the clip.

· Who it is being sold or handled by.

Firstly, ensure the bale is folded with the label flap on top. It is an industry requirement for all details to be completed on the label using a stamp or a black permanent marking pen and the wool classer’s stamp. 

The top flap or head is labelled with the following:

· Owner’s brand (Yours could be Agplot or your property or name)

· Description of wool (Is it Flc, Lmb, Pcs, etc? Is it AAA, AA, A, BBB? Is it Merino or Xbred? etc)

· Bale number (How many bales have been pressed?) Start each season’s clip at No. 1 and number consecutively right through to the last bale. Avoid duplicating numbers.

· Registered classer’s number. (Your classer has a brand stencil as an identifier.)

The face (front side) of the bale must also be branded. It has the following:

· Owner’s brand

· Description of wool

· Bale number

· Registered classer’s number

· Destination stencil (Who is selling your wool?)

9. Using the black marking pen, stencil your bale. An example is shown below.
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Your bale will need to be closed over and branded on top. The excess flap can be shortened and stitched along the edge. You can then have either an open bale or a closed one. See the example on the front desk.
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