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Sheep breeds in Australia: Wool summary sheet

Fill out the following table from the research assignment your class has conducted.

	Type and breed
	Micron range
	Average micron
	Average staple length
	Fleece weight range
	Country of origin 

	Merino

	Superfine Merinos
	
	
	
	
	

	Fine Merinos 
	
	
	
	
	

	Medium-wool Merinos
	
	
	
	
	

	Strong-wool Merinos
	
	
	
	
	

	Poll Merino
	
	
	
	
	

	Long wool breeds 

	Border Leicester
	
	
	
	
	

	Romney
	
	
	
	
	

	Coopworth
	
	
	
	
	

	Lincoln
	
	
	
	
	

	Cheviot
	
	
	
	
	

	English Leicester
	
	
	
	
	

	Perendale
	
	
	
	
	

	Gromark
	
	
	
	
	


	Short wool breeds

	Poll Dorset
	
	
	
	
	

	Dorset Horn
	
	
	
	
	

	Suffolk
	
	
	
	
	

	South Suffolk
	
	
	
	
	

	White Suffolk
	
	
	
	
	

	Southdown
	
	
	
	
	

	Hampshire Down 
	
	
	
	
	

	Dorset Down
	
	
	
	
	

	Ryeland
	
	
	
	
	

	Shropshire
	
	
	
	
	

	Wiltshire Horn
	
	
	
	
	

	Dual purpose breeds

	Corriedale
	
	
	
	
	

	Polwarth
	
	
	
	
	

	Tukidale
	
	
	
	
	

	Elliottdale
	
	
	
	
	

	Drysdale
	
	
	
	
	

	Carpetmaster
	
	
	
	
	

	Texel
	
	
	
	
	


Sheep breeds in Australia: Wool summary sheet

Suggested answers

Based on information from Agfacts, Internet sites and texts. Guide only.
	Type and breed
	Micron range
	Average micron
	Average staple length
	Fleece weight range
	Country of origin                                    

	Merino

	Superfine Merinos
	Less than 19
	
	70 mm
	3–4 kg
	Spain/Australia

	Fine Merinos 
	19–20.5
	
	75 mm
	3–5 kg
	Spain/Australia

	Medium-wool Merinos
	20–22
	
	90 mm
	5–8 kg
	Spain/Australia

	Strong-wool Merinos
	23–25
	
	100 mm
	6–8 kg
	Spain/Australia

	Poll Merino
	20–22
	
	90 mm
	5–8 kg
	Australia

	Long wool breeds

	Border Leicester
	32–40
	
	150–200 mm
	4.5–6 kg
	England/Scot

	Romney
	30–40
	
	200 mm
	5–6 kg
	England

	Coopworth
	30–40
	
	125–175 mm
	4.5–6 kg
	New Zealand

	Lincoln
	38–42
	
	3–400 mm
	5–8 kg
	England

	Cheviot
	28–33
	
	75–100 mm
	2.5–3.5 kg
	England/Scot

	English Leicester
	32–38
	
	2–250 mm
	6–7.5 kg
	England

	Perendale
	28–32
	
	125 mm
	3.5–5 kg
	New Zealand

	Gromark
	27–33
	
	
	4.5–5 kg
	Australia


	Short wool breeds

	Poll Dorset
	30
	
	90 mm
	2–3 kg
	Australia

	Dorset Horn
	27–31
	
	90 mm
	3 kg
	England

	Suffolk
	24–27
	
	80 mm
	2–3 kg
	England

	South Suffolk
	24–26
	
	80 mm
	2–3 kg
	New Zealand

	White Suffolk
	24–27
	
	90 mm
	kg
	Australia

	Southdown
	23–28
	
	50–75 mm
	2–2.5 kg
	England

	Hampshire Down 
	26
	
	50–90 mm
	2.2–2.5 kg
	England

	Dorset Down
	26–29
	
	50–75 mm
	2–3 kg
	England

	Ryeland
	26–32
	
	75–100 mm
	3–3.5 kg
	England

	Shropshire
	26
	
	75–100 mm
	3–4 kg
	England

	Wiltshire Horn
	30–45
	
	20–50 mm
	1.5–2 kg
	Crete

	Dual purpose breeds

	Corriedale
	26–33
	
	75–125 mm
	4.5–6 kg
	NZ & Australia

	Polwarth
	23–25
	
	75–120 mm
	4.5–6 kg
	Australia

	Tukidale
	35–45
	
	150 mm twice
	2.5 kg twice/ yr
	New Zealand

	Elliottdale
	38–41
	
	120–200 mm
	kg
	Australia

	Drysdale
	40
	
	2–300 mm
	5–7 kg
	New Zealand

	Carpetmaster
	40
	
	150 mm
	kg
	Australia

	Texel
	30–36
	
	75–125 mm
	3.5–5 kg
	Holland
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