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The effect of different rootstocks on tree growth using the same scion variety

(same scion variety)

	Rootstock:
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When a variety of apple is grafted onto different rootstocks, the size and yield of the tree is different.

	Rootstock
	MIX
	MMVII
	MIV
	MMIII
	MXXV

	Spacing (m)
	3.7
	4.6
	5.2
	6.1
	7.3

	Trees/Ha
	664
	425
	330
	238
	165


Yield (over 30 years) t/ha

	
	MIX
	MMVII
	MIV
	MMIII
	MXXV

	Scion variety lanes
	329
	382
	439
	299
	269

	Worcester
	410
	384
	468
	341
	253

	Cox’s
	265
	-
	214
	206
	141


Questions:

1. Which rootstock variety gives the best yield when used with Worcester scion?

2. Which rootstock variety is best to use with Cox’s?

3. Why are there less trees per hectare for rootstock MXXV than for MIX?

4. If you were planting apple trees in your backyard, which variety of rootstock would you use? Why?

5. Many orchards are using dwarf varieties of fruit trees. What management procedures would be easier with small trees?
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