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Rare Fox out-foxes new Railway
The Scientific community has just confirmed that the Grey-headed Flying-fox, Pteropus poliocephalus Temminck 1825, is threatened*. This decision will have serious implications for the new railway to Dawton. 

“This decision will impact heavily on the proposed route for the new railway” Peter Board from the design and construction company RailTrack Systems said today. “We will need to ensure that likely habitats in swamps and forests are avoided so as to protect this species, but we may have to compromise with some offsets.”

The chair of the Local Ecological Foundation, Clare Smart noted “there can be no compromises on this issue, and we have to ensure that everything possible is done to support the remaining population in the Dawton area.”

“This may mean that the track will have to go underground, thus substantially increasing costs, and possibly involving a reduced service to the community.” Peter said. “However, the company will discuss the issue with the Foundation and the government before it finalises the route.”

“We must also be careful not to threaten the viability of the port and steelworks developments by constructing a line that is inefficient in terms of supplying their services. There is an issue relating to jobs here.” He said. 
The State Scientific Committee has found that:

1. The Grey-headed Flying-fox occurs primarily along the Eastern coastal plain from Bundaberg in Queensland, through NSW and South to Eastern Victoria. Regular movements are made over the Great Dividing Range to the Western slopes of NSW.

2. This species is a canopy-feeding frugivore, blossom-eater and nectarivore of rainforests, forests, woodlands, Melaleuca swamps and Banksia woodlands. As such, it plays an important function in these ecosystems by providing a means of seed dispersal and pollination for many indigenous tree species. 
3. The main threat to Grey-headed Flying-foxes in NSW is clearing or modification of native vegetation. This removes appropriate camp habitat and limits the availability of natural food resources, particularly winter-spring feeding habitat in North-Eastern NSW. The urbanisation of the coastal plains of South-Eastern Queensland and Northern NSW has seen the removal of annually-reliable winter feeding sites, as this threatening process continues. 
4. A rare and significant population of Grey-headed Flying-fox exists in the forest and light forest areas in a one kilometre radius of the junction between Dawton River and Carbon Creek.
For more information about the species and management: 

· visit http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/GreyheadedFlyingFoxVulSpListing.htm
· visit http://threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/index.aspx
*
Threatened (likely to become extinct).

**
Endangered (imminent extinction if threats continue; vulnerable (likely to become endangered if threats continue).
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