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Stage 5 Design and Technology

Web site reviews

http://www.si.edu/lemelson/



This web site is all about invention. It is visually appealing and very user-friendly. The concept that play has influenced the work of inventors is explored. Many inventors –famous, little-known, past and present – tell their personal stories of how their creative minds were nurtured through childhood play. Inventors’ case studies and biographies can be accessed. This is a great site to search out contemporary designers. The evolution of specific products is examined, with useful student-friendly timelines. A brief history of Women inventors in the 20th Century is available – but it is an American web site. It is helpful to click on the short cuts icon in the centre of the screen on the home page. This will then guide you through the site, according to who you are, e.g. student, teacher, etc.

USER LEVEL: Teachers; Stage 5 students

KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS: Design and Technology Stage 5

SCIS SUBJECTS: Past, Current, Emerging Technologies

KEYWORDS: Invention

PUBLISHER: National Museum of American History

REVIEW DATE: 14/3/04

Ideafinder

http://www.ideafinder.com/history/
This web site explores innovation and invention. Inventors are profiled and inventions are chronologically timelined from ancient times through to the 21st Century. Students will enjoy reading the fascinating facts about some interesting inventions. This web site also has an Invention trivia quiz – another fun aspect the students will enjoy. The site is very easy to navigate and contains volumes of information.
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About.com

http://www.inventors.about.com/cs.timelines/?pm=ss15_inventors
About.com has provided a collection of links and articles on inventors and inventions.  They look at famous inventions and inventors; multicultural inventors; cultural inventions; and women inventors. Timelines of inventions are detailed, e.g. the history of communications, computers and transport, allowing students a quick trip through history. Inventors and inventions can be easily located, using the A–Z index at the commencement of each search. A great amount of information can be located here.
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