[image: image1.jpg]DEPARTMENT

OF EDUCATION
AND TRAINING.






[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.png]


information and software technology

internet issues

[image: image3.wmf]assessment activity

[image: image4.wmf]
Introduction

The Internet has made our world smaller and our lives faster. We can communicate directly to friends anywhere in the world; we can watch world events as they occur, information is only the touch of a button away. However, this technology can also cause problems, create enormous social and economic changes, both good and bad.

In this assessment you will apply research skills to verify the integrity of information sources, and write an editorial that should meet the following requirements.

Requirements for assessment

In order to undertake this task you will need to:
· assess the authenticity of the material given to your group by the teacher

· state ethical issues associated with the material

· identify other information sources you would use to authenticate the information

· identify the key issues from the materials.
To be submitted for assessment purposes:
1. The research sheet. Ensure:
· the title, type and origin of the source materials is identified
· you clearly outline how authentication of materials occurred

· you assess the validity of the source material.
2. A one page editorial. The editorial should:
· have a clear and logical structure

· have appropriate style and control of language

· have an appropriate recommendation/conclusion.

Guidelines for marking and feedback

	Internet issues

	Student name:
	Mark

	5.4.1 
The student analyses the effects on past, current and emerging information and software technologies on the individual society.

Research sheet

· Identifies the title, type and origin and ethical issues of the source materials.
· Clearly outlines how authentication of materials occurred.
· Assesses the validity of the source material.

	/5

/5

/5

	Teacher comment


	

	5.3.1 
Justifies responsible practices and ethical use of information and 
software technology

Editorial

· Has a clear and logical structure.
· Has appropriate style and control of language.
· Has an appropriate recommendation/conclusion.
	/3

/4

/3



	Teacher comment


	

	Total
	/25


Assessment criteria
	Range
	Level of achievement
	A student in this stage will

	16–20

(High)
	A–B


	· justify all responsible and irresponsible practices relating to information and software technology

· justify all of the ethical use of information and software technology
· analyse all of the effects of past, current and emerging information and software technologies on the individual society.

	10–15

(Satisfactory)
	B–C


	· justify most of the  responsible and irresponsible practices relating to information and software technology

· justify most of the ethical use of information and software technology.

· analyse most of the effects of past, current and emerging information and software technologies on the individual society.

	6–10

(Progressing)


	D


	· justify some responsible and irresponsible practices relating to information and software technology

· justify some of the ethical use of information and software technology.

· analyse some of the effects of past, current and emerging information and software technologies on the individual society.

	0–5

(Unsatisfactory)


	E


	· justify few of the responsible and irresponsible practices relating to information and software technology

· justify few of the ethical use of information and software technology.

· analyse few of the effects of past, current and emerging information and software technologies on the individual society.


Research sheet

	Issue being investigated.
	

	Source material title.
	

	Type of source material.
	

	Origin of material.
	

	Information sources used for authentication.
	

	Summarise the main ideas of the ethical issues discussed in the article.
	


	Is it a valid article?
	

	Are you using this material as a source for your editorial?
	


Editorial scaffold 

Purpose
To argue a point of view.

Structure

1. Masthead.

2. Paragraph 1:

· Statement of main point, argument or opinion.
· Issue identified, principal details and background story sketched in.
· Tone established: serious, grave, formal, authoritative.
3. Paragraph 2:

· Argument 1.
· Expansion and illustration.
4. Paragraph 3:

· Argument 2.
· Expansion and illustration.
5. Paragraph 4:

· Argument 3.
· Expansion and illustration.
6. Paragraph 5:

· Conclusion.
i. Reiterate main point, argument or opinion firmly.
ii. Recommendation or advice to appropriate audience.

	Checklist
1. Structure

· Is the layout effective?

· Is the tone serious, authoritative?

· Is the structure logical?

· Is the issue identified in paragraph 1?

· Is the opinion clearly stated?

· Are the arguments listed separately?

· Is there explanation/support for arguments?

2. Style/control of language?

· Is the language appropriate? Is there:

–
careful sentence construction

–
sentence variation

–
precise word choice

–
sophisticated vocabulary

–
use of third person

–
passive voice?

· Is the recommendation appropriate?

	Characteristics of formal language

· Care in construction of sentences and development of paragraphs.
· Sentence variation: simple and complex statements and rhetorical questions.
· Precise use of diction. The choice of words should express exact meaning. Sophisticated vocabulary.
· Impersonal tone, third person, passive voice (no first person). The editor represents the point of view of the paper.

· Controlled use of emotive language.
· Emphasis on authoritative opinion based on argument.
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Outcomes to be assessed


A student:


5.3.1 justifies responsible practices and ethical use of information and software technology


5.4.1 analyses the effects on past, current and emerging information and software technologies on the individual society.








Marks: 25


Weight:


Time allowed: 2 weeks


Due date :


Group: Pairs


Focus: Research skills


	  Editorial
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