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assessment activity


Introduction

As the Internet continues to expand and become more a part of our everyday lives, users need to better understand web site production and navigation. Clever planning at the defining and designing stages of the design process can make a web site attractive and intuitive to use, thus capturing a wider audience.

For this assessment activity you have to critically analyse a web site and submit a report that meets the following requirements.

Requirements for assessment

In order to undertake this task you will need to:
· deconstruct the web site allocated to you and record your notes using the analysis sheets attached
· consider the key features of the site and determine whether they are effective or otherwise
· create a summary of the site that you can use to write your report.

To be submitted for assessment purposes:
1. Your analysis and summary sheets. Ensure:
· the name of the web site is clearly marked

· the sheets are completed clearly and legibly.
2. A two page written report. The report should: 

· clearly outline the prospective audience of the web site

· identify key features of the web site

· explain the degree to which the web site is able to appeal to its audience

· be structured in a concise and logical manner.
Guidelines for marking and feedback

	Web analysis

	Student name:
	Mark

	5.2.3 The student critically analyses decision-making processes in a range of information and software solutions.

Analysis sheet

· Effectively deconstructs the website allocated and records responses clearly.

Summary sheet

· Identifies all key features of the web site.
Report

· Clearly outlines the prospective audience of the web site.

	/5

/5

/2

	Teacher comment


	

	5.5.2 Communicates ideas, processes and solutions to a targeted audience.

Report

· Comprehensively explains the degree to which the website is able to appeal to its audience

· Structured in a concise and logical manner
	/5

/3



	Teacher comment


	

	Total
	/20


Assessment criteria
	Range
	Level of achievement
	A student in this stage will:

	16–20

(High)
	A–B


	· examine all features and strategies used in the design of a range of web sites
· critically analyse the effectiveness of a web site to convey its message.

	10–15

(Satisfactory)
	B–C


	· examine most features and strategies used in the design of a range of web sites.

· satisfactorily analyse the effectiveness of a web site to convey its message.

	6–10

(Progressing)


	D


	· examine some of the features and strategies used in the design of a range of web sites.

· analyse the effectiveness of a web site to convey its message.

	0–5

(Unsatisfactory)


	E


	· examine a few of the features and strategies used in the design of a range of web sites.

· be unable to analyse the effectiveness of a web site to convey its message.


Analysis sheets

Web site address
: ________________________________________

Instructions 

•
Read each question carefully. 

• 
Write your answers in point form in the appropriate column.
• 
A stopwatch or a watch with stopwatch functions would be useful when trying to time the downloading of each site. 

Graphical style: colour and font
	Questions
	Comments

	Colour 
	

	How would you describe the colours? e.g. bright, natural looking or washed out. 
	

	Why do you think these particular colours have been chosen? 
	

	What atmosphere do the colours create? e.g. excited, reflective, active or serious. 
	

	Font 
	

	How has the web site designer made certain text stand out? e.g. through use of colour, size, style, bolding or underlining. 
	

	Why has the designer made this text stand out? 
	

	Does the text have borders? 
	

	What type of borders have been used? e.g. shadow, double line or fine line. 
	


Web site address: ________________________________________​___ Name:_____________________

	Layout
	Comments

	What first caught your eye when you looked at the site? 
	

	How are the text and images balanced on the page? 
	

	Is there a central focus on each page? 

What is it? 

Is it written or visual? 
	

	What is at the top of the screen?

Why do you think the page has been designed this way?
	

	What is at the bottom of the screen?

Why do you think the page has been designed this way?
	

	What is on the left hand side of the screen? 

Why do you think the page has been designed this way? 
	

	What is on the right hand side of the screen? 

Why do you think the page has been designed this way? 
	

	What elements (graphic or written) occupy more space on each page? 

Why do you think the page has been designed this way? 
	

	What type of background is used? 

Why do you think the page has been designed this way? 
	

	What changes and what remains the same from page to page? 
Why do you think the page has been designed this way? 
	

	Has a template been used on each page? 

Why do you think the page has been designed this way? 
	

	Has the web site designer made use of white space on the page? 
What effect does this have on the impact of the page? 

Explain your answer. 
	


Web site address: ________________________________________​___ Name:_____________________

Technical considerations: navigation and download time
	Questions 
	Comments

	Navigation 
	

	What is included on the navigation bar, e.g. arrows, words or images?
	

	Does the site use consistent navigation buttons?

Why do you think the page has been designed this way?
	

	Is it easy or difficult to move forwards through the site? 
	

	Is it easy or difficult to move backwards around the site? 
	

	What effect does navigation of the site have on the user? Explain your answer.
	

	Download time 
	

	How many seconds did it take for the site to be downloaded onto your computer? 
	

	Did text or images take longer to download? 
	

	What effect could download time have on the user of the site? 

Explain your answer.
	


Web site address: ________________________________________​___ Name:_____________________

Content

	Questions
	Comments

	Text
	

	What texts (written, visual, sound or moving) are used on the page? 
	

	What is the purpose of the written texts? 
	

	Is the language used suitable for the audience and purpose of the site?

Explain your answer. 
	

	Is the organisation and flow of ideas suitable for the intended audience? 

Explain your answer. 
	

	When was the information created? 

When was it updated? 
	

	Is the site designer also the creator of the information? 
	

	Is the creator credible? 

How do you know?
	

	What might the creator be attempting to achieve with the web site, i.e. what is his or her purpose? 
	

	What sorts of facts are presented? 

Are they accurate? 

How do you know this?
	

	Are the facts written?
	

	Are they supported by images?
	


Web site address: ________________________________________​___ Name:_____________________

	Images
	

	What pictures or images are included?

Why do you think they have been included?
	

	What is the purpose of the visual texts? 
	

	What type are images are used, e.g. cartoon style, photos, and diagrams? 

What effect does this type of image have on the viewer? 
	

	What do the images represent? 

Are they natural, scientific or abstract?
	

	How do the images relate to the written text and web site purpose?
	

	Why do the designers choose to present visual information in this natural, scientific or abstract form? 

What impact does this have on the viewer?
	

	What images are not used that could have been used?
	

	Do people or animals look directly at the viewer? 

Why would the web site designer have presented them this way?
	


Summary sheet
Important elements of effective web design

List the things you need to think about under the appropriate headings below. Use this sheet to develop your report.

	Colour
	Font
	Layout

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Navigation and download time
	Content: text
	Content: images

	
	
	


�





Marks: 20


Weight:


Time allowed: 3 weeks


Due date:


Group: Individually


Focus: Web site analysis


  Report writing





Outcomes to be assessed


A student:


5.2.3 critically analyses decision-making processes in a range of information and software solutions.


5.5.2 communicates ideas, processes and solutions to a targeted audience.





�





NAME:_____________________
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