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Jamison High School

Technology (Mandatory) 
course plan and reporting statements
Rationale

Jamison High School is a comprehensive high school located in Penrith, 50 km west of Sydney, at the foot of the Blue Mountains. There are 930 students presently enrolled, of which a very small percentage are of non-English speaking background and 4% Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander background.

TAS subjects at Jamison High School are taught by the Industrial Arts faculty, Home Economics faculty and three computing teachers who are based in the English and Social Science faculties. It is anticipated that Industrial Arts and Home Economics teachers will deliver the Technology (Mandatory) syllabus. These teachers have expertise in timber, polymers, graphics, metals, information, textiles, food and media technologies. The school also has resources and teacher expertise to deliver animal production and plant production technologies, but this will be influenced by timetabling requirements.

There are currently nine classes in year 7 and eight classes in year 8. Each class is timetabled for five one-hour periods per fortnight. One of these periods is permanently timetabled into a computing room, with the view to increase this access for the new syllabus.

In the present structure year 7 classes are rotated through the Industrial Arts and Home Economics departments, while year 8 classes stay with the same teacher all year. With the implementation of the new syllabus we will be trialling a rotation for both years 7 and 8. This will mean all classes will swap teachers and classrooms at the beginning of semester two in both year 7 and 8, allowing students to spend 20 weeks on each design project in both year 7 and year 8.

The school has two reporting periods each year. Stage four reports feature a set of outcomes and a personal profile. No marks are included on the report and the outcome statements used on the report can be changed each semester. There are no set number of outcomes to be reported against. A description of each subject is included on the report page. Technology teachers are looking at including a brief description of the design project within this subject description in an attempt to put the outcomes in a more parent friendly context.

To implement the new Technology (Mandatory) syllabus at Jamison High School, technology teachers from all faculties worked together to develop a common understanding of the purpose and requirements of the syllabus. As a result of these initial discussions some agreed understandings about the syllabus and how it should be implemented for Jamison High School were developed. Some of the key points that came from these discussions include:

· Rotating students through technologies taught by both the Home Economics and Industrial Arts areas to encourage the take up of electives in years 8 and 9.

· Move to 20 week design projects (currently 10 weeks) to allow students to develop a greater understanding of the design related content.

· Promote the subject as Technology (Mandatory) which is the same subject taught by all technology teachers. It is presently referred to as cooking, sewing, woodwork and metalwork.

· Include a formal assessment task across the year, to be done at the same time by all students, to promote the subject as being the same no matter what design project is being done.

· Use the Electronic content allocation tool (ECAT) to allocate design-related content across the course prior to the units being developed. This will ensure all design related content is taught by the end of the course.

· Encourage student-directed learning and risk taking through open ended design briefs.
· Technology teachers will support each other, particularly with the building of new skills in media and information technologies.
· Consistent and quality assessment of report outcomes.
· Identify and build upon skills students have developed in stage 3, particularly ICT skills.
Year 7
	Unit 1: 20 weeks
	
	Unit 2: 20 weeks

	Report statements: Semester 1
	
	Report statements: Semester 2

	· Identifies the role that designers play in society.
· Safely and responsibly uses timber-related tools and processes to successfully complete a design project.
· Uses a range of computer skills throughout the design project.
· Applies management skills to successfully complete a design project.
· Researches and generates creative ideas for a design project.
	
	· Demonstrates an understanding of the importance of OHS issues.
· Safely and responsibly uses textiles equipment and processes to successfully complete a design project.
· Uses a range of computer skills throughout the design project.
· Applies management skills to successfully complete a design project.
· Researches and generates creative ideas for a design project.



	Area of study
	Products
	Classes swap
	Area of study
	Products

	Design specialisation
	Industrial design
	
	Design specialisation
	Accessories design

	Technologies
	Wood technologies 
AND 

Information technologies (part)
	
	Technologies
	Textile technologies

AND
Information technologies (part)

	Project examples
	· Design, produce and evaluate a light source suitable for an identified area.
· Design, produce and evaluate a storage container.
	
	Project examples
	· Design, produce and evaluate a bedroom accessory using soft materials.
· Design, produce and evaluate a bag for carrying an identified item.


Year 8
	Unit 3: 20 weeks
	
	Unit 4: 20 weeks

	Report statements: Semester 1
	
	Report statements: Semester 2

	· Explains how new technologies impact on society.
· Safely and responsibly uses a combination of different materials to successfully complete a design project.
· Uses a variety of graphic skills throughout the design project.
· Applies management skills to successfully complete a design project.
· Researches and generates creative ideas for a design project.
	
	· Demonstrates an understanding of environmental and sustainable design issues.
· Safely and responsibly uses knowledge and skills of food preparation to successfully complete a design project.
· Uses a variety of media skills throughout the design project.
· Applies management skills to successfully complete a design project.
· Researches and generates creative ideas for a design project.


	Area of study
	Built environment
	Classes swap
	Area of study
	Information and communication

	Design specialisation
	Interior design
	
	Design specialisation
	Promotional design

	Technologies
	Mixed materials

AND 

Graphics technologies
	
	Technologies
	Food technologies 

AND
Media technologies

	Project examples
	· Design, produce and evaluate a bedroom design.
	
	Project examples
	· Design, produce and evaluate an electronic recipe book to promote healthy, fast food for families.


Notes about Jamison High School course plan

· All units are 20 weeks and classes will swap teachers at the end of twenty weeks.
· Design-related content will be allocated to the units using ECAT. Teachers will then develop units of work ensuring they cover the allocated content through the design project.
· Teachers will have some flexibility in their choice of design brief, as long as it meets with the course plan requirements and the allocated design-related content.
· Twenty week units allow for the design-related content to be addressed in greater depth. 

· All students will complete a common assessment task, at the same time, which will be used to make a judgement about the first report statement. This will happen each semester.

Notes about report statements

· The first outcome for each reporting period is related to the formal assessment task which is completed by all students at the same time.

· The second outcome for each reporting period will provide parents with information about the progress that has been made with technology-specific content. The actual technology will be identified in the outcome and should be related to the project outline mentioned in the subject description.
· The remaining three outcomes are common for all design projects and reflect how the student has managed the design process.
· A more specific assessment plan outlines the link between syllabus outcomes and report statements. This plan also indicates student activities that can be used to make judgements against the report statements.
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