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Stage 4 Technology Mandatory

Factors affecting design in the Built Environment

The following table identifies the syllabus content supported by the activity.

	Syllabus content
	Learning activity

	Students learn to:

examine factors affecting design in the areas of Built Environment, Products and Information and Communications.


	Research activity using the Australian designers at work web site.


Task description

This task will allow you to explore the factors that affect design in the areas of study. You are required to go to the Australian designers at work web site http://www.powerhousemuseum.com/designersatwork/ and 

complete the following activities about  built environment designers: Alison Page and Peter Adcock.

Part 1

Individual work: Summary table

1. Go to http://www.powerhousemuseum.com/designersatwork/ and select Alison Page. Choose one of the following projects to record the factors that have influenced Alison’s design decisions and how they have impacted on the final design:
· Wilcannia Project (select Design process button)
· Maralinga project (select Evaluating success button)
· Bayagul exhibition at the Powerhouse Museum (select Evaluating success button).
2. Go to http://www.powerhousemuseum.com/designersatwork/ and select Peter Adcock. Read about the following project to record the factors that have influenced Peter’s design decisions and how they have impacted on the final design:
· Blue Hills Wetland at Glenmore Park.

3. Record your ideas in the following summary table.

	Built environment designer and project
	Factors affecting the design process
	How did these factors change or influence the design?

	Alison Page

Project:

___________
	
	

	Peter Adcock

Project: Blue Hills Wetland

	
	


Part 2

Group work: Sharing ideas 

Teacher instructions
· Divide the class into groups of three or four, that is, six groups of three or four.

· Allocate half the class (three groups) to look at Alison Page, the other half (three groups) will focus on Peter Adcock.

· Allocate one piece of butcher’s paper to each group so they can draw the table from the previous page or photocopy the table onto A3 paper.

Student instructions

It is time to share your ideas with your peers.

1. Draw the table from the previous page, for one designer, onto the paper (or use the A3 photocopy provided).

2. Nominate a scribe for your group. Moving around the group each participant identifies a factor that influenced the designer and how the factor influenced the final design. The scribe records the response in the table.

3. The group will need to collaborate and negotiate, as you move around the group to develop statements that reflect common points. 

4. Report the common points about your allocated designer to the whole group. The class can record information in their summary table about the other designer that is presented and any other additional ideas.
Extension activity

Your group has been asked to re-design your school canteen area.

1. What factors do you need to consider?

2. How will this affect your final design?

3. Draw a suggested floor plan of your chosen design, detailing any specific design features that need highlighting.

Assessment criteria and student feedback: Factors affecting the built environment
	Task component
	Not demonstrated
	Developing
	Competent
	Highly developed

	Fact sheet profile on designers
	Insufficient information provided about the given designers.
	Each section was completed but with little detail or substance.
	The fact sheet profile contained information relevant to each section.
	Fact sheet profile detailed correct information about the designers and displayed an understanding of their work.

	Collaborative team work in sharing ideas activity
	Inadequate student input during the sharing ideas session – close teacher supervision required.
	Adequate information shared during the sharing ideas  session – teacher supervision required to keep on track.
	Students were able to share mostly relevant information with each other during the sharing ideas session.
	Students were able to work independently to share clear and concise information about each designer.

	Research skills
	Unable to navigate and sort information from the web site without close supervision.
	The web site was navigated to sort appropriate information with teacher supervision.
	Students were able to navigate the web site, follow instructions and extract appropriate information with minimal supervision.
	Students were able to sort and select information relevant to the correct category.


Teacher comment:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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