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The Dinosaur Designs team create distinctive jewellery and home wares made from plastic resins. Additionally, they employ specialists to work with different materials that are needed for their designs, such as silver, ceramics and glass. 
The products of their highly successful design and manufacturing business are sold in specialist stores all around the world.

Key concepts of this activity

In this task you are going to investigate and report on the work and training opportunities for people who engage in design and technology careers. The task requires the use of ICTs to communicate information to a specific audience. Additionally, the task gives us the opportunity to look at what is involved in designing products for the marketplace.

Before you start, let’s think back to the work you have already completed about the design industry:


Video Designing Toys, the worksheet and discussion.

Web site and newspaper search for a variety of work opportunities for designers.

Designer terminology word puzzle.

Careers advisor presentation about courses and careers for designers.
The activity
Researching:


Go to the Australian designers at work web site: http://www.powerhousemuseum.com/designersatwork/

Find the design team Dinosaur Designs and go to their web page.

Move around the design team’s pages and gather information about:
1. The training and work of the designers.
2. The work involved in designing, creating and marketing a product.

Handy hint: Make sure you look at the sound clips and video clips as well.

Creating ideas:

· Imagine that you are a reporter and that your current assignment is to create an interesting report about the Dinosaur Designs team; their training, work style and product development.

· Create a report about the team in any one of the following formats:
1. An excerpt from a lifestyle program on TV (digital movie format).
2. A 1–page feature article about designers in a newspaper (Publisher format).
3. A 1–page report at a conference using a visual display unit (PowerPoint).
4. A 1–page article for a book of compiled designer reports (Word format).
	Format
	Features of format
	Format
	Features of format

	TV lifestyle program
	*
Use of background behind presenter.
*

* 

*
	Conference presentation
	*
Use of bright slides projected onto screen.
*

*

	Newspaper article
	*
Use of columns.
*

* 

*
	Book article
	*
Use of easy to read text.
*

* 

*


Generated solution:

· Although you will start this activity in class it will be completed at home at your pace and placed in your folder (electronic folio) on the network as a protected file.
· The file needs to be saved into the Research section of your electronic folio before the teacher reviews the electronic folios.

· Remember, you are a reporter. It is very important that you try and use your own words as much as possible to suit the needs of your audience. Don’t just cut and paste text.
	Student feedback sheet (tick to indicate achievement)
Activity component
	Not Demonstrated
	Developing
	Competent
	Highly Developed

	ICT skills
	
	
	
	

	Use of selected software
	
	
	
	

	Use of language for target audience
	
	
	
	

	Training and work opportunities for designers
	
	
	
	

	Training for designers
	
	
	
	

	Work opportunities for designers
	
	
	
	

	Nature of work of designers
	
	
	
	

	Designing, creating and marketing a product
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