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Northern Beaches Secondary College: Manly Selective Campus

Stage 5 Textiles Technology

Learning activity: Career opportunities and pathways in the textile industry 

	Syllabus outcome
	Learning activity
	Employment related skills (ERS)

	A student:

5.3.2

evaluates the impact of textile production and use on the individual consumer and society


	Web related research activity: career opportunities and pathways in the textile industry.
	Communication skills

· Communicate ideas

and information.

ICT skills

· Locate, present and

acknowledge relevant information from the internet.

· Word process documents for a specific target market. 




Research task

The textile industry can be divided into four sectors:

· textiles

· clothing

· allied industries

· footwear.

[image: image1.jpg]Sectors of the Textiles Industry

Allied

Footwear, Industries





Task

Use the myfuture web site:

http://www.myfuture.edu.au/services/default.asp?FunctionID=5104&IndustryGroupID=70#Sectors to source information to complete the following task.

You have been asked by a teenage magazine to create an information booklet on careers in the textile industry. The editor of the magazine has asked you to include the following:

1. List the activities undertaken in each sector of the textile industry. 

2. Explore career opportunities and pathways in the textile industry. Include the following information on five careers in the textile industry: 

· duties and tasks

· work conditions

· personal requirements

· other interesting facts.

3. Look at the courses available in the textile industry and select three. Complete the following questions for each: 

· What does the course involve?

· Where can you study the course?

· List the entry requirements.

· What are the possible career opportunities after finishing the course?

Remember to present your work in a format that will appeal to teenage job seekers.

Answers: Career opportunities and pathways in the textile industry 

1. Textiles: transform raw materials into yarn, fabrics and other textiles. It also includes processes related to dyeing, finishing yarns and fabrics. 

Clothing: clothing manufacture.

Footwear: footwear manufacture.

Allied industries: industries related to textiles, e.g. dry cleaning.

2. For example, a theatrical costume maker and designer. 

Duties and tasks
Theatrical costume makers and designers may perform the following tasks: 

· talk with directors and costume designers about the types of costumes to be worn in a production 

· estimate costs involved in supplying costumes and accessories such as hats, shoes and jewellery 

· undertake or coordinate the taking of actors' measurements, and garment, wig, hat and shoe fittings 

· buy or hire costumes, or arrange to have them made 

· prepare material and labour budgets for supplying costumes for each production 

· arrange costume fittings and alterations during production 

· undertake or supervise the making, alteration and repair of costumes 

· make sure costumes are properly stored and cared for.
Theatrical costume makers and designers generally begin their careers as wardrobe assistants.

Work conditions
Theatrical costume maker and designers work as part of a production team and may be required to work long or irregular hours.

Personal requirements
· knowledge of fashion and historical or culturally specific costuming 

· skills in pattern making and sewing 

· able to work as part of a team 

· able to work independently 

· creative 

· able to work under pressure 

· good communication skills.

Earnings
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3. Sample answers

Textile industry courses available in NSW:

· Diploma of Textiles Clothing and Footwear

What does the course involve?

· This course trains you to technician-supervisor level for employment in the clothing production industry. You will learn how to design and develop apparel products, plan product operations, work as part of a team, implement quality plans, apply appropriate manufacturing technology, and apply technical skills and knowledge to resolve problems. Career opportunities include apparel product developer, quality supervisor, production manager/coordinator, patternmaker, CAD operator, design assistant.

Where can you study the course?

Sydney Institute, TAFE NSW
List the entry requirements

· Clothing Production Certificate IV

Career opportunities

· Career opportunities include apparel product developer, quality supervisor, production manager/coordinator, patternmaker, CAD operator, design assistant.
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