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Northern Beaches Secondary College: Manly Selective Campus

Stage 5 Textiles Technology

	Syllabus outcomes
	Learning activity
	Employment related skills (ERS)

	A student:

5.2.1 

explains the creative process of design used in the work of textile designers

5.2.3 

investigates and applies methods of colouration and decoration for a range of textile items


	Case study: Textile designer
	Communication skills

· Communicate ideas and information.

ICT skills

· Locate, present and acknowledge relevant information from the internet.

Creative skills

· Analyse the inspirational sources and creative approaches used by designers.

· Design solutions to meet identified needs or wants.




Textile designer case study: Lenore Dembski
To complete this task, students require prior learning in:

· focus areas

· design process

· sources of inspiration 

· elements of design

· functional and aesthetic aspects affecting design

· methods of applying colour and decoration.
Case Study focus

Lenore Dembski is a fashion designer. Lenore has been designing and manufacturing clothing for men, women and children for over 30 years.
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	Snake shirt and shorts. Snake design by 
Bede Tungutalum from Tiwi Design. Shirt and shorts designed by Paperbark Woman.


Textile artists can work in different focus areas:

· textile arts

· apparel

· furnishings

· costume

· non-apparel.
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Complete the following questions to generate a case study on Lenore Dembski.

1. Which focus area does Lenore Dembski work in? What textile items does she produce?

To gain an understanding of the clothes designed by Lenore Dembski, visit www.paperbarkwoman.com.au/paperbark/index2.html.

2.
a)
Select three garments from her range. 


Write down the names of these garments.

Now read the following information about the functional and aesthetic aspects of design to assist you with the next part of this question.

Functional aspects relate to the parts of the design, which create the shape of the item, e.g. seams. Functional aspects allow the textile item to be used for its intended purpose, e.g. loops on the top edge of a wall hanging to allow it to be hung up.

Aesthetic aspects relate to the parts of the design which are decorative or make the item pleasing to the eye, e.g. beading, pleats, printing and so on.

b) 
Briefly describe each garment you have selected in part a) and include information on the functional and aesthetic aspects.
3.
a)
List the elements of design Lenore Dembski uses in her designs.

The elements of design are:

	· line

· direction
· shape
	· size

· colour


	· value

· texture



b)
Describe how Lenore Dembski uses the elements of design to make her garments a success.

Textile designers gain inspiration from historical, cultural and contemporary sources. The clothing Lenore produces is made using fabric designed by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island people. 

4.
a)
Complete a series of thumb sketches showing the designs used on three Lenore Dembski outfits. 

b)
What do you think is the source of inspiration for each design?

5. The fabric used by Lenore Dembski is coloured and decorated using traditional methods by Aboriginal artists. Using the follow web site www.phm.gov.au/hsc/paperbark/fabric_decoration.htm describe how Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders colour and decorate their fabric.

Extension activity

Reference www.phm.gov.au/hsc/paperbark/influence.htm
Imagine you are a fashion designer and you have been given a design brief to create a range of clothing to be exported overseas to showcase Aboriginal art.

1. Design a mix and match range of clothing.

2. Label your collection to explain how you used the elements of design to create the desired effect.

Sample answers for Textile designer case study: Lenore Dembski

1. Lenore Dembski is a fashion designer so her focus area is apparel.

Other information may include:

· Garments feature modern styles suitable for a wide range of women from teenagers to older ladies.

· Garments include swimwear, casual wear and eveningwear.

· All garments feature fabric designs by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.

2. a) Own selection of garments

2. b)

Functional aspects of the designs include:

· seams 

· darts

· use of interfacing to add strength to waistbands and facings

· fastenings, e.g. buttons and zippers.

Aesthetic aspects of the designs include:

· surface decoration of the fabric by batik or screen printing

· gathering

· lacing

· use of panels

· use of different fabrics in the same garment.

3. a)

· line direction

· shape and size

· colour and value

· texture.

3 b)

Lenore Dembski and her fabric designers use all the elements of design in her clothing range to make it a success:

· Line and direction: the fabric designers use line in a variety of different thicknesses and in many different directions to create patterns on the fabric.

· Shape and size: the fabric designers use traditional Aboriginal designs, e.g. dot designs, waterlilies, and leaves. Lenore Dembski cuts out shapes, e.g. diamonds down the side seams to give a modern feel to her designs.

· Colour and value: the fabric designers use both traditional colour schemes, the colours of the desert (ochres, reds and browns) and contemporary colours (black and white).

· Texture: Lenore Dembski uses lace and beading with traditional designs to create texture and contrast.

4. a) Own drawings.

4. b) 

· The source of inspiration for the fabric used in Lenore Dembski’s clothing is cultural. The designs are inspired by traditional Aboriginal designs.

· Aboriginal culture inspires the styles of the garments designed by Lenore Dembski. Lenore must also take into account current trends in fashion design as her clothing is marketed both in Australia and overseas.

5. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders decorate their fabrics using the following methods:

· Painting by hand on a range of fabrics from sheer silk to coarse cottons. Designs are limited only by the imagination of the artist and the materials available.

· Artists use a method of batik where they draw a design on one or both sides of a textile with hot wax or rice paste. After dyeing, the resist material is removed.

· Prints are applied using stamps or wooden blocks. Silkscreen printing is also used.
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